
Victory Over Death!... The Last Enemy! 

1 Corinthians 15:20-58 

Part 2v 29-49 focus 

Death is not our _____________________!  Death is our _____________________! 

Hebrews 10:5-22 In 1 Corinthians 15: Verses 1-19 Paul assures the Corinthians that Jesus was 
literally bodily resurrected, and we will be resurrected someday. That alone should give us 
hope, but he goes on in verses 20-58 to explain in more detail what happens to us after we 
die, how everything ties into the resurrection of Jesus and ultimately how this proves our 
enemy death will be defeated once and for all. 

V 20-28; Jesus leads the way! Then those in Christ will _________________ He was the 
____________________! Leviticus 23:10 the Israelites were to give their “first fruits” to God 
as an offering as part of their forgiveness for sins. The resurrection of Jesus was the first and 
most important offering for all mankind.  

Then those who are “in Christ” who have died will resurrect when Jesus returns! 1 
Thessalonians 4:13-18 some theologians teach there are 5 distinct resurrections.  

1.resurection of those who have died from Pentecost to the rapture: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

2.ressurection of the tribulation Saints: Revelation 7:9-17  

3. resurrection of the Old Testament Saints Daniel 12:2, Isaiah 26: 19-20, Luke 16:19-31 

4. resurrection of those who die during the battle of millennial kingdom Revelation 20:7-15 

5. resurrection of the unsaved to judgment and lake of fire and second death John 5:29, 
Revelation 21:1-9,  

This is part of God’s plan due to the fall of Adam v22 ____________! We are “cursed” and 
defeated by our enemy death and the Devil no matter what we do. Genesis 3:15 describes 
that from the moment Adam and eve fell there would be a constant battle between them and 
their offspring us, and Satan. Ephesians 2:2, He is the prince of the power of the air 6:12 
Therefore, in our own strength we are no match for him and have always been defeated and 
always suffer physical and spiritual death, Romans 3:23 until Jesus wins the battle for us! No 
good works, no religion nothing can save us from this enemy except the work of Jesus on the 
cross and his resurrection. Romans 5:8-21 The physical resurrection of the dead who are 
redeemed and live forever with the person Jesus who saved them is the ultimate defeat of 
Satan and the ultimate repudiation of the curse that plagues mankind. 

That is why v 25-28 in 1 Corinthians are so awe inspiring and give us power and hope. The last 
enemy, death is defeated and destroyed not by us but by our Savior who loves us so much!  

V29-32: Baptism of the dead is not supported by scripture or recommended by Paul.  He is 
simply using it as a kind of rhetorical question for those who don’t believe in the resurrection 
yet still baptize the living in proxy baptism for the dead. Matthew 28:19-20, Acts 2:37-38, 
Romans 6:3-4 Why would you baptize people for any reason if there is not a literal 
resurrection of the dead someday?  It is a waste of time, a meaningless ritual. It just doesn’t 
make sense. It also, gives people false hope. V13-19 If there is no real resurrection, then we 



might as well live any way we want, enjoy life the best way we know how before we die. V 32 
“eat and drink, for tomorrow we die”. Isaiah 22:13, Ecclesiastes 8:15, Luke 12:13-21 

V 30: Also, why are we in constant danger even hourly! If the dead are not raised, then why 
put our selves at risk for a false hope? Paul says he _______________ in the new believers in 
Corinth that are followers of Christ Jesus.  He is proud of their faith and the risks they take 
for the gospel.  Paul says that even he has faced death by wild beasts in Ephesus for the 
gospel. So, if the gospel is not true and there is no resurrection, then he should not risk his 
life he should just eat and drink and live for his own selfishness because he will soon 
_______________. 

V33-34: Don’t be _________________ by non-believers “bad company” because their ideas 
will ____________________________. 2 Timothy 2:17, Proverbs 1:10-13, Proverbs 14:6- 
Instead, be __________________________ and right thinking, _________________________! 
Your lifestyle is evidence you have no _____________________________ of God!  You should 
be ___________________ of the way you live! Ouch! Paul calls it like he sees it! Proverbs 9:8 
Yes, our sins and our rebellion against God are not something to be “proud” of but something 
to be ashamed of. Romans 1:18-22 Does God love us? yes but He sent his Son Jesus to pay the 
penalty for our sins, and He does not _____________sin, He _____________ for sin and is 
righteous and just! Galatians 6:7-8 Mercy does not contradict justice.  It is someone else 
paying for the penalty for our sins and unrighteousness even though we did not deserve it! 
Romans 5:8-11 

V35-49: But then some still argue and ask questions such as how are the dead raised? What 
kind of body will they have, etc. They really don’t want to know the truth, they simply want 
to argue and justify their actions, or make themselves look good. It is ok to ask questions 
when you don’t understand the Bible, but it is not ok to use those questions as an 
_________________ to live in sin! Paul has no patience with such excuses and calls them 
_________________!  

He gives them a few simple illustrations form daily life which help explain the concept of 
resurrection 

 A. a seed which dies in the ground John 12:23-26, Acts 2:29-36 

 B. Human flesh vs animals 

 C. Heavenly bodies in the sky and human to spiritual 

 D. Lastly the comparison of Adam dying and going back into dust, and Jesus who resurrected 
to a new life and whose body did not see decay. Part 3 of this chapter v50-58 will be taught 
next Sunday 

 Let’s pray this Prayer! _____________________!  Thank you, Jesus! I love you, and because 
of you I am no longer afraid of my enemy death.  I pledge to live for you and serve you 
and serve other people as long as you give me breath until you finally choose to take me 
home to be with you. Amen! 

Answers: friend, enemy, be raised, first fruits, all die, boasts, die, tricked, corrupt you, 
clear headed, stop sinning, understanding, ashamed, excuse, pays, excuse, fools 


